Christopher 

Domaleskl/SIA/DOE/GADOE 



To 



"Dee Choudhary" <Dee_Choudhary@ctb.com>, "Dee Davis" 
<medavis@doe.k12.ga.us>, "Shirley Millicans" 
<shmillic@doe.k12.ga.us>, "Jeffrey Barker" 
"Marc Julian" <Marc_Julian@ctb.com>, "Melissa Fincher" 
<MFincher@doe,k12.ga.us>, "Christopher Domaleski" 
<CDomales@doe.k12.ga.us>, "Amanda Ferster" 



05/01/2008 07:05 PM 



cc 



bcc 



Subject 



Re: Please Drop ItemU) 



This is simply not acceptable. The item must be dropped with no impact to the reporting 
schedule. Call me tonight on my blackberry if you need to talk further or let's talk first thing 
tomorrow. 

Chris 

Blackberry# 4044258692. 



Original Message 

From: "Choudhary, Dee" [Dee_Choudhary@ctb.com] 
Sent: 05/01/2008 06:45 PM 

To: "Melodee Davis" <MeDavis@doe.kl2.ga.us>; "Shirley Millicans" 
<ShMillic@doe.kl2.ga.us>; "Jeffrey Barker" <jbarker@doe.kl2.ga.us> 

Cc: "Julian, Marc" <Marc_Julian@ctb.com>; "Melissa Fincher" <MFincher@doe.kl2.ga.us>; 
"Christopher Domaleski" <CDomales@doe.kl2.ga.us>; "Amanda Ferster" 
<AFerster@doe.kl2.ga.us>; "Angela Walker" <AWalker@doe.kl2.ga.us>; "McCallon, Stacey" 
<Stacey_McCallon@ctbxom>; "Webb, Joan" <Joan_Webb@ctb.com>; "Shaffer, Shannon" " 
<Shannon_Shaffer@ctb.com>; "Molin, Deborah" <Deborah_Molin@ctb.com>; "Calcatera, 
Paul" <Paul_Calcatera@ctb.com>; "Selisky, John" <John_Selisky@ctb.com>; "Lynch, Carrie" 
<carrie_lynch@mcgraw-hill.com>; "Porter, Joshua" <Joshua_Porter@ctb.com>; "Kim, 
Jungnam" <Jungnam_Kim@ctb.com>; "Mallikarjunaiah, Smitha" 
<Smitha_Mallikarjunai@ctb.com> 

Subject: RE: Please Drop Item 

Hi Jeff and Dee, 

Since Shirley is out sick, I am summarizing the issues associated with dropping the item for you. 
It is too late in the schedule to drop this item w/o impacting the reporting schedule. The 5d TAT clock is 
starting tomorrow and it really is the critical time. I have met with GA team and have looked at every 
possible way to expedite the schedule. Suppressing the item at this point will push the 5 d TAT reports 
from May 9 th to a minimum of May 19 th . We must receive a confirmation from DoE tomorrow morning if 
suppressing the item and delaying the reports is acceptable. 

CTB's recommendation is to not suppress the item. This is an item that was rewritten by teachers at the 
Jan. 07 item review. Perhaps teachers thought composer was too difficult a word for their students (it's a 
6th grade word according to EDL) or a word they would not associate with Webber, and they thought what 
their students would know is that Webber created musical theater/plays, which is why they chose the word 
playwright. 



Composer is not one of the abstractors; the other abstractors , (b) painter, (c) sculptor, (d) athlete are 
clearly wrong/occupations that cannot be associated with Webber. This item was also accepted by 
teachers at data review. 



Following is the FT performance data.., 
fi pb 



A 


Playwright 


.24 


.14 


B 


Painter 


.29 


-.003 


C 


Sculptor 


.29 


.05 


D 


Athlete 


.15 


-.10 



Data indicates high item difficulty, but adequate item discrimination at the key. Distracters function 
appropriately with the exception of C which is essentially neutral, indicating guessing. High item difficulty is 
associated with the transition year from QCC to GPS. 

More importantly, the key is correct. One who writes musical theater is a playwright, just as one who 
composes opera is a playwright. 

This item was field-tested before the GPS was implemented/ students learned anything about Weber. 
Following is the current stats for this year for the item which is much improved from last year's. 





pb 




A 


.35 


.28 


B 


.21 


-.12 


C 


.30 


-.08 


D 


.13 


-.11 



Dee Choudhary 

Senior Program Manager - Global Programs 
CTB McGraw-Hill 

1333 Burr Ridge Parkway, Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
dee choudharv@tctb.com 

847-309-5957 (Cell); 630-789^527 (Work); 630-789-4099 (Fax) 



From: Melodee Davis [mailto:MeDavis@doe.kl2.ga.us] 
Sent: Thursday, May 01, 2008 9:02 AM 
To: Choudhary, Dee 

Cc: Julian, Marc; Shirley Millicans; Jeffrey Barker; Melissa Fincher; "Christopher Domaleski; Amanda 
Ferster; Angela Walker 
Subject: Please Drop Item 



Dee, 

The department has decided that item 42 (deals with Andrew Lloyd Webber) on the 6th grade social 
studies test must be dropped from scoring. 

I am copying Marc Julian on this memo so he will have immediate notice of our decision and can make the 
requisite adjustments to his scoring tables and other item analyses. Marc should send us the corrected 
table for this test so we can update our records. 

THANKS -(2Gg£3r 



Melodee Rose Davis, Ph.D. 

Program Manager, Assessment Research & Development Division 

Office of Standards, Instruction, and Assessment 

Georgia Department of Education 

1554 Twin Towers East 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Email: medavis@doe.k12.ga.us 

Phone: (404) 657-0312 

Fax: (404) 656-5976 

Direct VM Fax: (770) 344-4496 

http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx 

The information contained in this message is intended only for the recipient, and may be a confidential 
attorney-client communication or may otherwise be privileged and confidential and protected from 
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent 
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, please be aware that any dissemination 
or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, 
please immediately notify us by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. The 
McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. reserves the right, subject to applicable local law, to monitor and review the 
content of any electronic message or information sent to or from McGraw-Hill employee e-mail addresses 
without informing the sender or recipient of the message. 



